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Colonial Secretary’s OjIice,
Wellington, 1st ./lugust, 1850.

HIS EXCELLENCY the Lieutenant-

Governor by desire of the Gover-
nor_in_Chief has been pleased to direct
the publication of the following Des-
patches, for general inibrmation.

By His Excelleney’s Command,

ALFRED DOMETT,

Colonial Secretary.

(coPY.)
Goverll~t’lll Ho~tse~

A ~t cklan d,
16th July, 1850.

No. 48.
SI~,--I have the honor to transmit a copy of a

Despatch marked " Separate," of the 22nd Decem-
ber last, which I have received from Lord Grey,
containing the purport of his reply to a Memorial
which was addressed to his Lordship by certain
Gentlemen of Nelson in favour of the immediate
introduction of Representative Institutions, and ]
have to request you will inform tlle Memorialists
of the nature and purport of Lord Grey’s reply, as
contained in his Lordship’s Despatch No. 89, of
the 22rid of December last, a copy of which I have
this day transmitted to you.

I have the honor.
&c. &c. &c.

(Signed) G. Ga~r.
His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor of New

hfunster. :

(COPY,)
Separate.

Downing Street,
22nd December, 1849.

S JR)
I have to acknowledge your Despatch NO.

45, of the 5th of April last, enclosing a Memorial
addressed to me by certain Gentlemen as Members
of a Committee appointed at a Public Meeting held
in Nelson, in favour of the immediate introduction
of Representative Government.

My Despatch of even date herewith explains at
length the reasons for which I have felt it impossi-
ble to consent to such a change for the present :
and you will accordingly acquaint these Gentlemell
with the substance of it, as containing my answer
to the prayer of their Memorial.

I have, &c.
(Signed) G~E:e.

Governor
Sir George Grey,

&e. &o. &c.

(COPY.)
Dowwing Street,

22rid December, 1819.
No. 89.

SIR,
I have to acknowledge the series of Des-

patches enumerated by idates and numbers in the
margin, all of them relating to the subject of the
Establishment of Provincial Legislative Councils,
and to that of the proposed introduction at a future
time of Representative Government in one or both
of the Provinces into which New Zealand is now
divided, and iu such others as may hereafter be
comprised within its Limits.



(2) My answer to these Despatches hts been
hitherto postponed, because, being made aware by
your Despatch of November 2~Jth, lt~48, that the
Ordinance of November 18th, ]848, for tile esta-
blishment of Provincial Legislative Councils was
already in operation for the Province of New Man-
ster, I considered it most advisable to wait for
farther accounts of the manner in which it had been
received, and of the general state of the Colony, be-
fore submitting it to the Queen for confirmation.

I have now to inform you that Her Majesty has
been pleased to confirm and allow this Ordinance.
You will communicate Her Majesty’s decision to
the Inhabitants of the Colony under your Govern-
ment by a Proclamation, to be published in the
usual and most autllcntic manner.

(3) I likewise concur entirely in your views and
proposals respecting the future introduction of Re-
presentative Institutions, by the creation of Legis-
lative Bodies, such as you have described, exercising
tim same functions respectively as tile General and
Provincial Councils now constituted by you.

(4) But, at tlle same time, I do not think it 
all advisable that Parliament should interfere, (in
the manner proposed in the Resolution of the
Council of New Munster and in your Despatch of
February 2nd, 1849,) by passing at present any new
Act, for the purpose of giving effect to these views.
For 1 do not perceive tllat you propose that any
change in the existing form of Government (beyoud
such changes as you are empowered to make with
the advice of your Legislative Council, by the Act
of llth and 12thVictoria, Chapter ~) should actually
come into operation before the expiration of the five
years for which the Constitution of the Island is
suspended.

This being the ease, I consider it to be mani-
festly inexpedient that Parliament should now pass
an Act in order to make provision for a time as yet
so far distant, when it is quite possible that, in tile
interval, experience may point out some advisable
eha~gea in the details if not in the general features
of such a measure. Nor can it be necessary to in-
troduce such a bill into Parliament for the mere
purpose of affording to the Colonists a guarantee
that their enjoyment of Representative Institutions
shall not be unnecessarily delayed ; since, by the Acts
now in force, the suspension of these Institutions
can last only for the five years above mentioned, at
tile end of which time they will of themselves come
into operation, and it is certain that nothing but a
sense of obvious necessity would induce Parliament
to continue their suspension.

(5) With respect to the pos’~ponement for the
present of the introduction of those Institutions, I
entirely concur in the reasons which you have as-
signed for it in your recent Despatches, particularly
that of March 22nd, 1849, confirmed as its repre-
sentations are by the fuller description of the state of
Society and progress o! the colony contained in
your Despatch of July 9th, 1849, transmitting the
BIas Book.

You have advanced reasons apparently conclusive
against immediately discontinuing the whole of the
pecuniary assistance afforded by this country to-
wards the Civil expenditure of the Colony, or re-
ducing at once the Military assistance now afforded
it, to an amount more nearly proportione4 to the
force maintained in other Colonies of similar Euro-
pean Population.

But the same reasons apply with equal force
against the immediate Grant of a Representative G o-
comment : since, whenever this is given, it must
be considered as its indispensable accompaniment
that the mother country should soon be relieved
from all charge on account of the Civil Administra-
tion of the Colony, as was pointed out in my Des-
patch of the 1st February 1847 ; and should also he
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relieved from a very large portion of the burthen of
its military protection.

(ti) With respect to the Civil List, I have to call
your attention to the Legal Authority under which
it is reserved, in order that the provisions made by
Parliament respecting it, may be duly complied
with.

The Act of 1846, (9th and 10th Victoria, oh.
103, see. 12), empowers the Queen to appropriate
by Letters Patent a Civil List not exceeding £{J,000
per annum lbr each Province.

The Letters Patent issued under that Act accord-
ingly reserve J26,000 per annum for each Province.
The Instructions provide that the Civil List so
Appropriated shall be applied " as the Lords of the
Treasury shall direct."

(7) It is obvious that this provision will only
become of real importance when a popular Legisla-
ture sl~all be created to which the power of control-
ling the whole public expenditure, except that por-
tion reserved as a Civil List, will be entrusted. In
the meantime while the whole Colonial l~evenue
is appropriated by yourself with the aid of a Legis-
lature nominated by the Crown and acting under
the directions of Her Majesty’s Government, with
respect to the salaries to be assigned to the various
public servants in the Colony, it is practically im-
material which of these salaries are nominally
char~es upon the Civil List under the sanction of
the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury. But
while this matter is of little or no practical conse-
quence, it is not the less necessary to avoid even
any technical departure from the rules laid down
by Parliament. Now the Act llth Vict. c. 5, which
suspends many other provisions of the Act and Let-
ters Patent of 1846 does not suspend those relating
to the Civil List. It appears, therefore, that they
are still in force ; and that they are not alterable
except in the manner provided by that Act, viz.~
by the enactment of an Assembly framed under the
Act of 1846. But as no such Assembly has been
constituted, nor can be constituted,while the powers
given by the Act remain suspended, it would seem
that the present temporary Legislatures possess no
power to alter them.

(8) On the other hand the Ordinance of the
18th November, 1848, appears to assume that the
existing temporary Legislature has power to provide
a Civil List (sections 23 and 24.) As however it has
in point of fact only repeated the provisions already
in force, and as these sections of the Ordinance may
have been framed under a different view of the law
from that which I have above suggested, I have not
thought it necessary to delay ttle eonilrmatian of the
Ordinance on account of them. It is sufficient for me
to have directed your attention to the circumstance.
If the above view be correct, any alteration in the
amount of the Civil Lists, during the suspension
of the Constitution ean only be effected by Parlia-
ment, or through an amendment of the Letters Pa-
tent by the Queen.

(9) But you will observe that in any view the
" directions and appointment" of the Lords of the
Treasury are necessary in order to legalize tim ap-
propriation of the Civil List. As no Estimates af
this part of the Expenditure, distinct from the re-
mainder of it, have hitherto reached me, 1 wish you
to transmit them at your earliest convenience, with
a view to procuring the sanbtion of their Lordships
to the appropriation thus authorized by yourself,
which under the circumstances will satisfy substan-
tially the words of chapter xi of the Instructions.

(10.) On the general question of the Civil List~
my opinion is that a Representative Legislature,
when it comes into operation, ought to be as little
fettered as possible by Parliamevtary enactments in
making such changes as may from time to time be
required in the appropriation of the ltevenue.



(11.) At the same time I consider it to be indis-
pensable that permanent provision should be made
for the maintenance of the various establishments
which have been created for the benefit of the Na-
tives. The fact that while the Natives are large
contributors to the Revenue, they must for some
time have comparatively little influence in a Repre-
sentative Legislature, affords, as you have observed,
a conclusive reason for requiring that the discon-
tinuance of an expenditure in which they are vitally
interested without the consent of the Crown, should
be effectually guarded against. With this view I
am of opinion that the existing Local Legislature
should carefully consider what amount of permanent
expenditure is required for the establishments in
question, and for other objects connected with the
interests of the Natives, and should then pass Or-
dinances by which tlle amount of this expenditure
should be charged upon the Revenue of the colony
in the same manner in which in this country va-
rious expenses on account of the Civil Government
which it is considered inconvenient to submit to
annual discussion, have been charged by Parliament
on the consolidated fund.

(12.) Under the provisions of the Act of Parlia-
ment now in force, the existing Legislature of New
Zealand, although maintained only for a period, has
full power to pass any Ordinances that may appear
necessary for the general interests of the com-
munity.

(13.) These Ordinances will continue in force
when the authority of the body by which they have
been passed shall cease to be available for further
legislation, and though they will of course be sub-
ject to alteration by the new Legislature which will
hereafter be created, no such alteration can take
effect without the consent of the Governor as the
Representative of the Crown, and would be liable--
like all other measures of ;he Local Legislature--
to be disallowed by Her Majesty. An enactment
therefore creating a permanent charge on the Reve-
nue for expenditure regarding the Natives would
afford them all the security that could be desired.

(14:.) The provisions of Sec. 12 of the Ordi-
nance appear to effect all that is necessary in the
way of reserving subjects of general importance to
the jurisdiction of the Central Legislative Council.
There are however many other heads on which it
should seem very expedient that uniformity of legis-
lation should be maintained in the Islands. Such
are for instance, Criminal Laws inflicting either
the punishment of death, or secondary punishment
of serions magnitude--Laws regulating the course
of inheritance of real or personal property, or the
mode of disposing of property by will, and the ex-
tent of power exercisable by a Testator--Laws pre-
scribing rules for the naturalization of aliens--and,
perhaps, Laws regulating the form and effect of
deeds and other evidence of contracts.

(15.) And it is to be observed that in points 
this kind, convenience requires that the Law of
the different Provinces should not only be framed
with a view to substantial similarity, but that it
should be absolutely identical in language; both
because a mere difference in wording will often re-
sult in important though unintentional differences
of substance; and also in order that decisions in
Courts of Law given in one Province may apply,
beyond possibility of doubt, to the Law as it stands
in others.

(16.) These considerations, however, I leave 
your judgment, without wishing to prescribe to yo,a
any particular manner of carrying them into execu-
tion. It may be that the power possessed by the
Lieutenant-Governors of refusing their assent to
any law infringing this desirable uniformity which
might be passed by the Legislatures q~ the Provin-
~ces would be sufficient to preserve t]~dm from ms-
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terial dissidence on these subjects, without the ne-
cessity of strictly reserving them for eenU’al legis-
lation.

(17.) I concur, farther, in the suggestion of your
despatch No. 76, of 22nd June, 1819, that aa legis-
lation respecting the Native races is not one of the
subjects exclusively reserved for the general Legis-
lature by the Ordinance of Nov. 18th, the Lieut.-
Governors of the Provinces and yourself, should
for the present, reserve for tier Majesty’s assent or
disallowanee any Ordinance which may be passed
amending or repealing any Law affecting the inte-
rests of the Native race to which the Royal Assent
has once been given by tim Governor. You will
therefme take care that a suspending clause be in.
serted, iu all such Ordinances without which you
will understand that rt is Her Majesty’s pleasure
that they should not be assented to on Her behalf by
the Governor or Lieutenant Governors of New Zea-
land. This instruction will of course apply to any
Ordinance which may be passed relating to expen-
diture in which the Native race are interested.

(18.) With respect to the boundaries between the
Provinces, I understand you to be of opinion (from
your despatch of 6th Feb., 1849,) that there is no
substantial objection (representative institutions
being for the present postponed) to that proposed
in my despatch of 2Sth Feb., 1848, between ]New
Ulster and New Munster. You are therefore au-
thorized to proclaim it at once.

(19.) The septu’ation from New Munster of the
two) other projected Provinces, of which Otago and
New Canterbury are to be the nuclei respeetively~
most, for the present, be postponed until the settle-
ment of the latter is somewhat more advanced and
the general convenience can be consulted with
more certainty as to its limits.

(’20.) It will also be necessary, before these New
Provinces are proclaimed, that they should be able
to defray the expenses of the establishments which
will thus be required, without assistance either from
the Parliamentary Grant or from the revenue of the
older Provinces. It is impossible while there is
ample room in the old settlements for all the emi-
grants who can desire to go to New Zealand, that
Her Majesty’s Government should eonsen~ to the
indefinite multiplication of new settlements at a
distance from those originally tbrmed, except on the
ctndition that those who think proper to form such
new settlements will be ready to bear the whole of
the charges which are thus rendered necessary for
additional Government establishments.

I have, &c.,
(Signed) GriEf.

True Copy.
C. L. NUOE~T,

Private Secretary.

PROCLAMATION.
By His Excellency ~iT George Gr~l, a

~aight Commander of the Mostttonorable Order of the Bath, Gover-

L. s. nor and Commander-in-Chief in and
over the Islands of New Zealand,
and Governor of the Provinces of
_New Ulster and _New ~unster, and
Vice Admiral of the same, e~e., dec.

WHEnEAS, the undermentioned Ordinance en-
acted by the Governor-in-Chief of New Zealand,
with the advise and consent of the Legislative
Council thereof, was passed in the Twelfth Year of
the Reign of Her Majesty Queen ¥ictoria, viz :--
" .An Ordinance to provide Jbr the .Establishment of
" t~rovincial Legislative Councils iu the colony of.
"New Zealand," Session 9, No. 12 which Ordinance
having been by the Right Honorable Earl Grey,
one of Her Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of Sta~e



laid before ftle Queen, Her Majesty hasbeen pleased
to confirm and allow the same : Now THEREFORE,
I, the Governor-in,Chief of New Zealand do hereby
proclaim and make known to all whom it may con-
cern that Her Majesty has been graaiously pleased
to confirm and allow the before mentioned Or-
dinance.

Given under my Hand and Issuetl un~ler the
Public Seal of the Islands of New
Zealand at Government House at
Auckland in the Province of New
Ulster in the Islands aforesaid, this
twelfth day of July, in the Year of
Our Lord one thousand efight hun-
dred and fifty.

G. GREY,
Governor-i~-Chief.

By His Excellency’s Command,
C. A. DILLON,

Civil Secretary.
God Save the Queen .t

Colonial Secretary’s O~ce,
Wellington, 1st ,/lugust, 1850.

HIS EXCELLENCY the Lieutenant-
Governor has been pleased to di-

rect, under instructions from the Gover-
nor-in-Chiet; the publication of the fol-
lowing Despatches and Additional Royal
Instructions, for general information.

By His Excellency’s Command,
ALFRED DOMETT,

ColonialSecretary.

Govera~l~cl~t Hol[se,
Auckland, 9th July, 1850.

S~,--X have the honor te enclose for your infor-
mation the copy of a Despatch from Earl Grey No.
3 of the 13thof January last, enclosing additional
Instructions under the Royal Signet and Sign
Manual, appointing certain persons to be Members
of the Legislative Council of New Munster, I have
to request that you will cause the confirmation of
these appointments by Her Majesty to be notified
in the Government Gazette of New Munster.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your most obedient humble servant,

G. GnEY.
His Exoelleney

The Lieutenant-Governor,
of Ne.w Munster.

(torY.)
JDown in g- street,

15lh January, 1850.
SIm,--Adverting to that part of my Despatch No.

89, of the 22nd ultimo, in which I signified to you
that the Queen had been pleased to confirm and
allow an Ordinance made and passed in the month
of November, 1848, by yourself with the advice and
consent of the Legislative Council of New Zealand,
intituled " win Ordinance to provide for the estab-
"lishment of Legislative Councils iu the colony of
" New Zealand," I have now to acquaint yoo that
I have had the honor to lay before Her Majesty,
your Despatches of the numbers and dates noted in
the margin re~orting the provisional appointment
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by yourself and the Lieutenant-Governor of New
Munster of the following gentlemen to be Mcm"
bers of the Legislative Council of that Province,
viz :-

WILLIAM ~C~]~OD ~AN~ATYNJ~,
FRANCIS DILLON RELLj

WILLIAM ~ICKSON,
GEORGE Hn/qT]~n,

~LFRED LUDLAM,

GEORGE 1V[0 OR E,
~AVID ~ONRO,
JOHN DAMFORTH GREENWOOD~
ĪtENnY SEY~OUn, and
WILLIAM OLnrIELD CXVVLEV, Esquires.

I transmit herewith additional Instructions which
Her~Majesty has been pleased to issue under the
Royal Sign Manual and Signet ratifying and con-
firming the appointments so made by yourself and
the Lieutenant-Governor.

I have, &e.,
GREY.

Governor
Sir George Grey, K. C. B.
&c., &c., &e.

VICTORIA R.

ADDITIONALINSTRUCTIONS to Our Governor in-
Chief of New Zealand, or to the Offi-
cer exercising the said office of Go-

~. s. vernor-in-Chief for the time being,
to Our Governor and Commander-in-
Chief in and over the Province of
New Munster, or to the Officer exer-
cising the said office of Governor and
Commander-in-Chisf for the time be-
ing, or te our Lieutenaat.Governor
of the Province of New Munster, or
to the Officer exercising the said Of-
rice of Lieutenant-Governor for the
time being; Given at Our Court at
Windsor this fourteenth day of
January, 1850, in the thirteenth year
of Our lteigu.

Wr~nEAs, by an Ordinance made and passed in
the Twelfth Year of Our Reign, by the Governor-in-
Chief of New Zealand with the advice and consent
of the Legislative Council thereof, entitled "An
" Ordinance te provide for the establishment of
"’ JSegislative Councils in the colony of New Zealand,"
it is, amongst other things enacted that for each of
the Provinces into which the Islands of New Zea-
land now are, or may hereafter be divided, there
shall be a Legislative Council to consist of not less
than nine Members; that the Members of the
Executive Council of the Province for the time
being shall be Members ex officio of the said
Provincial Council, and that it shall be lawful
for the Governor or the Lieutenant-Governor
of the Province by Letters Patent under the
Great Seal of the Province from time to time to
summon and appoint such other persons as he
may think proper, to be personally, or by virtue of
his or their office, a Member or Members of the
said Legislative Council, and that all such appoint-
ments to be made by such Letters Patent as afore-
said without Our previous Warrant, shall be pro-
visional only, and subject to our confirmation or
disallowance, but shall be valid to all intents and
purposes, and irrevocable until Our pleasure shall
have been signified thereupon.

Axn WRE~XS, you, Our Governor as aforesaid,
did, in pursuance and in the exercise of the power
so vested in you, appoint provisionally and until
Our pleasure should be known, Our trusty and well
beloved,



WILLIAM McL’~ffD BAlgNATYNR,
IeRitN, CIS DILLON ]~ELLj
WILLIAM HIOKSON,
GEORGE 1~I U N TEIt,
I~LFn E i) LUDLAM,
~EORGR MOOREy . "
DAVID MONRO, I}~oeto~of Mediei~t
~OHlff I~AMROIgTI~ GRIgEIIWOOD~ 8~

HEI~nY S~£MOUR, Esquir0tb
to be Members of the Legislative Cotmoii of the
Province of New Munster.

A~D WH~ZXA~’yon, Our Lteute~aant Got/e~or
of Our Province nf New Munster did apt~i~t pro-
¯ dsionally, and until Our pleasure should be known,
William Oldfield C~utley, Esqnire, to he a Member~
of the Legislative Council of the said Provimso of
New Munster.

Now, ’rHRREFOR~, in pursuance of the said re-
cited Ordinance, and in exercise of the 1~owers
thereby vested in Us, We do, by these Our addi-
Iional Instructions under Our Sign Manual and
Signet, rati~ and confirm the said appointments,
a~d do deel’are Our Pleasure to be that ti~e std4 .

W~LLIA~ McL~oD BAN~AT£~,
FE~RO/~ DILLON BALL,
WILLIAM HICKSOB~
GEOBGE I{UNTRn,
ALFRED LUDL~,
GEORGE ~00B~,

])AVID ~ON~O,
JOH~I I)A.M~OB~H GRR]~NWOODj

HR~aY SEX~oun, and
WILLLbiK OLDFIELD CAUTLEY~

sh~l be Members of said Legislation Counell of the
Province of New Munster.

V.R.

Colon~al Secretary’s O5~ce,
Welli~yton, 25th July, 18,50.

T_TIS EXCELLENCY the Lieutenant-
_[1 Governor directs the publicatio~
of the following Memorandum addressed
te his Honor the Superintendent of
Nelson, of an expedition into the interior
of the Southern Island of New Zealand.

By His Excelleney’s Command,

ALFRED DoltXTa:,

Colonial Secretary.

(Copy.)

MEMORANDUM of an Expedition into
the Interior of tl~e Southern Ida~d of
New Zealand, un~lerga$en by A~r.
Dashwood, and Capt..Mitchell, for the
purpose of flndinff an inland route
fr~ ihe Wairau to the Port Cooper
Plains. ,~pri122, 1850.

Welli~agton, June 11,1~0.

SxR,--~waxe of the ver~ great interest felt by
the (}oV~aent, and the public in general, on ths
subject of an inland route from the Nelson district
to the Port Cooper Plains, I have the honor to lay
before yea, with as little delay as possible the result
of an exl}editi0n into the interior of the ~outh

Island, undertaken by lVl~ Dashwood and myself,

¯ A few hurried notes-] despate~w~tz-au
infortm~ you that ~r; bashwc~d,$:~,~flJ~ -had
already ~nade a sh6tt~tm~ston ~~ aa
which occasion d-am ’flY’toy ot)/~::~ " ~h~ the
Waiopi derives its principal sourS’discovered a
valley running l~ ~t ~,S~W~ direction. This valley
i: was now our object to ~-~#l~.

Before proceed~g ~t ~ pet, titeps better r~oepitu-
late the chief obServatiOns I~de o~th~ ooc~ion,
a~d gfve the be’~rl~s o~ ~he l~ l~ks
~aken fr6m a mount~tfno to~t’W ~ a
~ery sanguinary apenatiol gi~ ~ut ~Vhich I pro-
pose to call Mount ~hepberd, ~d a hiRh r~g* of
hills on Mr. Cautley’s back r~n.

From Mount ~he~berd tbe K~tlkoms be~e North
East extreme, E.N.E.; S.W. extrem~ W.$.W.--
They al~eared about twenty miles distant. I could
distinet~t trace an extensive valley turning along
their hase; concerning whtch’I could not the~ ffain
an~ information. ] have since made every emt,iry
from those well aoquainted with the coast but with-
ou~ success. Its ex~tence appesr~ unk~evn~
~here did ~ot se~m Ya b~ny opening through the
Kaikoras. ¯ ~"

On the llth At~f~ff~se’~e~ded the Catttley r~.
The morn~g ~ dens e~ ~g~, b~ a.hm~, ~1
6’Clock ~t ~ ~te~. A gOrge ruumug 8.r,
(it ~rm~ ~ne:o~:th~ b~avies of Mr. Caatley’s
run) haffa l~mising ~pea~a~oe of leading to am
open oount~y.’ ~V: ~J~, "~V0r, inter~pted with
much bush. B¢~t:Otfi bore N. 4, li~de E., Mon~t
Shepherd E.~.E., his brother ~Jg. by ~. Tim
range of hills forming ~o,Ea0t b~mlary of the
Wairau, and west og the Waiopi, ran :ha a half a
circle from Nortb b~ We~t te South. The
mouth of Wai~tu N.N.~. I ~o~tld only ~
S W. extreme of the Kaik~t~ts~it bore W.~.W.

1 now commence our heeond elpeditimi, premi-
sing that ~e t ookw~]i ~t~ &~ ~M~ a mll]e oran’S’,
lug about 2 eWt. ~ -and’) ~, ~tp~micd by
Harris, an old~w!~vr. ~ ~’ :: r ~. t =

After easy traveB~ ttl# k~nks of rite Waio
op| for thirty miles in ~ger~eral $~J~.W.direot~n, (the
first fifteen of which appeared a ~1 sheep aountry)
we ree.ched Starvmie~ Hill from which’we lu~
previously seen the ~atl~y on the 2?th Ai~ril. O~
the 29th we ascended it. A good hill horse i~ re-
quired to carry a load ~ap th~ hill. It w~m u much
as our a~oima|s cotd~ do, On ~o~mhing the top we

" unloaded, and ~roceed~ slo~g ilia range te. t~e
West to~ higher pettk~e b~ad ~ thre.~ hi41~test

tim tops of~t d~t~se’W~m~ ef~tilt~ were ~ ~iSib~.
From Starv~lo~ Hlll~ ~ou~a, ~ a l~l~tr
pyramidicat~ll, we named it Mourn: lmI~eF. It is
a capital landmaek. Onmy ~rmer ~i~it it w~ r#-
markable for havi~g snow upo~ it aom~ ~ist,ne.e
from the top, whi~e the t~p ~t~lf w~ quite l~al~,
f~om which it wo~ld a~r to ~ae ~olcaui¢, a~ St
times in en active state, Bat now it .wa~ e~v~red
emi~ety with snow. Deeoendi~@ into t~ v~le’~,
the travelling became rough ~ r~k~, altar ~t~,
and t~e plant called Wild Ir~hman svm, yekere
aboundiag. ’The valley ~)!aea~a m~er to have b~a
fired, there is ~e ~ern or l~tmh in i~ bet tim Wit~l
Irishman su~ptied ,tie with good. fl~wo~d, Here
we experienced e most extraordinary severe IkosL
never in Englan4 haxs I felt it so ~n~sel-y cold.
The banks and the Re~ka i~a tha riFe~ were maese~
of immense-icicles ; ami ~a~r clothe~ were froze~
har4 and stiff ~ ~aintttes ~ter ~e had t~ken tLeu~
off.

We now kept the river which is jo~ed by ~ i~rf#
stream from the ea~. The ~’alley l~ad as ye~ been
very norrow~2~b~st for two miles it ~ao~v ~eeame
broader. ~ its cam’so by ~mp~# Nmr-
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ings atthe enid of my letter. The country then
again eh~i]~:~, river increased by smallmon~-
tain sta’e/~~t and west, and hemmea in y
preeipi~ou~beeame deep and rapid a~l difli-
cult~andJ~-~y places dangerous to cross..~m(
possible a~:it~w’as, however, to walk along its hign
rugged sides, or make any way through the solid
phalanx of spear graSS #rod Wild Irishman, which
in these parts grow to a size and strength undream’t
of by those whose shins have not come in contact
with this most formidable enemy, we were obliged
to wade for miles along the edge of a shelf of rocks
from which the mule slipped twice, spoiling all our
biscuit. Had it been summer, the narrow botto~
might have been burnt, but at best, this gor~e win
always deserve its name of the "Devil’s Grip."

Attar five miles of this amphibious travelling the
vatley again opened, and Mr. DashwNod and myself
having clambered a hill, discovered, much to our
delight, a beautiful valley running north and south.
A river which bad its source in some small hills at
our feet, wound through it. The width of the val-
ley I should suppose to be about four or five miles.
On each side ran low u~tulating hills, backe’d to
the east by a high mountain range, the very picture
of a perfect sheep grazing country. Atthe distance
we were, tu judge of the quality of the grass was
impossible: though the height of tim valley above
the level of the sea perhaps rendered this part too
cold for goad gra.~ and unfit for sheep. We had the
honor to attach your name, Sir, to this valley. A~d
it is my flrm belief, that ere long the great south
road, will traverse I~ichmond Valley. Looking
down it from the hill on which we stood, nn imperil’-
meat whatever oo~hl:b~t:Elisoer~aed. " Mr. Dashw0od
belie~e~I~it to be th~ Kail)aratehau. I am not suf-
fieien~ acquainted With the geography of the north.
east ~0ast to ll~zm’d an *Opinion, but I fe¢.I convinced
it is the s~me ~aIley I before mentioned as having
distinctly traced from Mount Shepherd running at
the base of the Kaikofas. It is separated fl’om
Acheron valley, (as I proposem call the valley along
which wa journeyed, after H.M.S. Acheron,) by easy
low hgls, over which y0U ~might now drive a cart,
and thus Starvation Hill, tile Devil’s Grip, and our
e~emies, the prickles, would be avoided, if the
river does run into the sea at N.E. itmay be the Awa-
tara, or the Blind river immediately to the south of
the Awate~e. But this is mere supposition. It
ought te be immediately explored. Mount Impey
bore S.S.E., a little S., the KaikoraS N.N.E.

May 3rd.Again were we obliged to take to the
river, the banks being so densely covered with our
well armed vegetable opponems, as to be impassable
for man or beast. We attempted to fre, but alas!
in-vain ; it was too wc~. The valley had now
gra~td~ly increased t~ the width, of two miles with
iml~o~rass which might do for entre. A large
river (~ Newe0me) ran int~ Acherom vale from
west. The east bank ha~.been fired.

May 4th. Harris and myself had to return six
miles after the horses which had strayed during the
night. Mr. Dashwood in the meantime ascende~l
a low range of hills to the west, and discovered a
valley which I named after him. He described it
as grassy--half a mile wide, and its course S. by
W. and N. by E. It ran into Acheron valley
E.S.E.

The river along which we travelled had become a
cousiderable stream, and it behoved us to he careful
where we crossed. Cogitating on its bank on the
possibility of fording a~ the point where we then
stood, the horse and mule suddenly dashed in, and

proved the impracticability by swimming across, and
leaving us in the lurch. Some distance further
down, we managed with much difficulty ~o ford it,
and regain our steeds. The hills for about seveu
miles te the west are low and undulating. A high

snowy range then rises and runs parallel with
Acheron Vale, from which the rivers and streams
appear to derive their source.

This part of the country would be well worth ex-
ploring. Two hmses could carry provisions for
three months ; ample time during long days in fine
weather to examine the valleys, and to survey the
country east and west from the hills which are all
easy of ascent.

The soil and grasshere were much improved, and
good cattle stations might be formed, but I fear the
immense quantity of spear grass, and other prickles
would prove an obstacle far al~eep.

May 8th.--The horses recrossed the river during
the night, and Mr. Dashwood and Harris returned
for them. I climbed a hill, but Gwing to the fog
and clouds could make but little out. A river from
N,N.E.’ ran into Acheron Vale at W. A high
snowy range ran N.W. by N. to S.E. by S. The
fog precluded my seeing more.

On the highest peak of the hill I had ascended
was a bed of small broken stones, to all appearaaev
of granite, of a very considerable depth, l tried to
get at the soil with a stick without success. They
g~vc one the idea of stones put on a recently finished
Macadamized road :--they were broken to the size
of those used in England for private park roads,
and were smoothed as if with a shovel. The wtmle
top for some distance d~wn was covered with them.

Some shrubs,--Anniseed, Wild Geranium, ando
it~rsley ;--Ducks, both black and blue ; Wika’s,
Cranes, Paradise Geese, Quails, Grasshoppers, and
Flies. seemed to denote improving country, and m
hint ~hat we were nearing the coast; a~ least so
we interpreted it. On an expedition of this kind
there ought always to be a dog and gun amongst
the party. As it was, our dog caught us more
Wika’s than we could eat ; but ducks, Paradise
geese, and quail, would have been dainties we could
have daily dined off had we had a gun.

The first certain signs of Maorics we discovered
on the 9th--a quantity of firewood collected and the
remains of a whari gave certain evidence of an old
Maor~ encampment. The Valley at this par~ was
not more than three or four hundred yards wide, in
places much less. The hills on both sides were
covered with snow. The river turns at right angles
to the east another large .one (the Poynter~, rtln-
ning into it from the west. On regaining an emi-

~nencc I discovered a valley three quarters a mile
wide. The hills on either side were covered with
grass, and in the di~ance for the first time since
leaving the Waiopi--was bush of black birch and
manuka. The valley ran due east and west. We
had now evident signs of the banks of the river
having recently been burnt, probably by natives
passing along the coast. The soJ still eonthmed
~mproving, and travelling easy ; and here I have to
reem’d an irrepairable loss. ~Vhen midway across
the river [ foundit deeper, and the s~ream more
rapid than ] had anticipated; so, toprevent my nora
book getting damaged, I held up my blue shh’t, and
dropped my compass from the l~oaket,-----4he only
one with the party. I have taken correct bearings
of the valley for forty miles, the ~emainder is guess
work. A slream from the nurt!l, another from S.W.,

joined the river.
Acheron Valley now became impassable, so Mr.

Dashwood and myself set ou: on a surveying expe-
dition. Having arrNed at the top of the highest
hill we were rewarded for our labour by a bird’s eye
view of a most magnificent country. To the south
we eommanded at least one hundred ~es m a
direct line. The sea between the coast on the
plains and Bank’s Peninsula had the appearance of
a RNer, and a succession of extensive plains to the
S.W., might easily bemistaken for one vas~ prsirm,
To the N.E. a~id E; ML Dashwood (.who was on 



different knoll) saw the sea and the low hills about
Cape Campbell.

Now I felt the loss of my compass. Well known
:land marks in every direction, and unable to take
bearings.

May llth.--We had up to this period been fol-
lowing the ri~er running through Acheron -Valley]
which fr(~m subsequent enquiry I have every reason
to believe was tbe Waipapa or Big Rive~ of lJ~e
whalers. But now leaving it runnillg to the.N.E,,
we returned a short distance and took the stream I
~before ment~Sned asj(~ining fi.om the S.W. The
valley through" which it ran we named the Valiey of
Hope. Keeping along it we mounted a hill from
~hieh the stream derives its source. On the south
side of this hill another river takes its rise, and
and" rffns in a south-westerly direction. We" des-
cended a spur (clothed with black birch bush thro’
which there is net any difficulty in leading ~a home)
on the west side, a~d came to the bed of the River
which is one of the sources of theWai-hou. Keeping
this for eleven miles we entered an extensive plain,
(I~amilton plain). The grass (very good) 
interspersed with fern ; and a great deal of mannka
grew in 10arches. A large Swamp, in which we
¯ ~early left the mare, occupied .the centre ; vanlous
mountain sUeams ran through it. into the Waihou.
It weald prove valuable for cattle stations. Return-
ing towards what we s~tpposed to be the continua-
tion of the same river described above as the source
of the Waibau, we came to our surprise upon an
entirely different river running ill a direction ex-
actly opposite4o that of the former, which it joi~m
where we met it...At this spot, both ~lr~e4~su~l-
denly to the eastward, at directly right angles to
their previ_ous courses, and flowed down to the sea
as one broad river the Waihoa. Some idea may be
formed of its size from the fact of our crossing the
southerly stream in seven distinct cmnnels On
nearing the shore the. h~t ~he~n~let .beeam~ suddenly
deep. Taken by surprise I was carried off my legs,
~and immersed~;-b~t scrambling, came np again, ~nd
perceived a trusty stick held ou~t.o me. Seizing ix, I
was dragged on shm’e by the same hand and the
same stick that had once before done me the same
good servlee--timse of my friend Dashwood.

Other plains I have no doubt exist to the snuth-
west ; but-f6r three days we could scarcely see the
outline of the hills througti the fog, although not
Lhree miles distant.

We now wended our way along a sweet pretty
valley. The river which was in one broad stream
surrounded numerous lslands covered with wood:
On the hills, the flax, fern, and ti tree was the gene-
ral herbage ; but the spear grass and Wild Irishman
still made their appearance in a diminutive form.
In some large bottoms of fifty acres close to the bed
of the river which 1 suppose from their appearance
m have been at some period inundated; and in the
gullies, between the hills, the soil was particularly
rich, producing flax of an extraordinary height and
size.

Issuing from this valley we burst upon the finest
grazing plain I have ever seen in this or any other
country. I know it is the fate of travellers to be
accused of exaggeration ; but I care not. as long as
I call attention to the splendid inJaud plains. I
will therefore attempt a description from the hasty
observations I was enabled to take.

The plain surrounded by low undulating grassy
hills backed by highm’ranges,--is bowl shaped, and
contains not less than 260.000 acres (I believe
much more.) Two rivers, the Waihou and Hnru.
nui, run through it parallel to each other, at eight
miles distance. The grass is of the best descriv-
tiou. and the soil in many places fit for cultivation.
II has a perfect natural drainage, is well sheltered
from all winds, has no swamps--but also I much
fear~ no wood.
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I may as well at once say, that through this
plahl over some easy low hills to the south, is the
di~ec’, route to Port Cooper. Bnt’we~-ignorant of
the country, with rapidly diminishing provisions,
withqut compass, and in thick w~ather, deemed it
more.prudent to make Motunau" by.~h’e ~yoast, where
we kl)ew there was a station.

Keeping the Waihou for five miles further we en-
tered ~t gully but soon finding it impassable, took to
the hills froui which we obtained a ~,iew o~f the sea.
Descending into another extensive plain with more
swamp, but equally good grazing capabilities as the
last, we cr6ssed some more hills ’~ld’reaehed the
eoastr, These hills by the sea side me covered with
fern flax ti-tree, toitoi, and manukh.

May 23rd.--Finding the cliffs perpendicular and
no PoSsibility of gaining tile beach, we’returned a
part of oaf last day’s walk and t’gking u southerly
direction came to a hill from which.we.i~yied, a: fire
on the plain below. Lighting another in answer tO
it, we remained sometime on the look-out for sign
of man; but none appearing, we made the coast
near a salt lagoon to the north of tim Hurunui.
About 8 o’clock in the evening we heard a cooieing
and showery line,The p~re of~ we’coming--l~:".

Caverltill of: Motunau, ’who -had- been on the look-
out for us for some time,~and had followed.our t~’aek
for’three’days. Pilb~ed by hid~ adrbs~:tIi;~l~urun~i
(a rapid deep a na dangerous river) we arrSved at his
house, where we obtained all We reqt~ired,food, rest,
clothes, and money.

From tbence leaving Harris, we started for Port
Cooper. Losing ourselves on the plains by keep-
lug roe close to the sea, a violent snow storm over-
took us, and getting entangled in the swamps over
which no ho~e 96uld.ve~iture~;we wandered for
two days, on the third almost starved from want o$
food and cold kwe had not had a fire since we start
ed, not having any tinder or matches with us) we
shouldered our blankets and leaving our horses
made ehrough the swamp to Kaiapoi.

In due tinte*~ce ~a:c~hed[the ~ To~n:Sf.X~ttl~on.
which, with the plainsl a~-e.top well. known to .)’e~
der a description frSm me necessary neither is it
tim purport "of this lefte:r -to -giVe ~o-ne." "Slff~ce it
therefore, ~o say, that all I had keard in their-favour
did not come up, inniy opinion, t0tlie’ ~eality: I
was surprised and delighted at the extent of Lhe
land. and richness of the soil the amount of useful
work done, and the lasting, solid, yet neat manner
in which_it has been executed. It does very great
credit to all ec~ncerned.

"Ahd~)w, s-ir:’i~/6onc]usion, 1 have 0nly to add
that Mr. Dashwood and myself both regret oar ina-
bility to fornish more satisfactory information of
the country adjacent to that through which we
travelled, but the loss of our compass in an utterly
unexplored, aud unknown country, the shortness of
the days. the continual thick weather, which pre-
venttd our seeing a mile before us for days, and the
storms of snow, sleet, bail, and rain, rendered that
which may henceforth easily be accomplished in ten
days, a difficult and laborious journey of six weeks.

I have purposely omitted all adventures merely
personal; my aim being, not to write a letter, but
an attempt to give a clear, snoeirIot account, useful
to future travellers, which with the kind and able"
assistance of Mr. Hamilton of the Ache ror~, who
knows the greater part of the country over which I
travelled after I lost m; compass, I hope in a short
time to make more comprehensible by a correct
map

] have the honor to be, Sir,

Your obedient servant,

(Signed) W. MUn~A~ MI~C~L~.

0apt. S4th Ilegt.
His Honor

the Soperintendcnt, Nelson.



~rhi following is the cou~ of Acheron vaUey:~
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I lost

Colonial 8ecre~ary,, Od~ce,
Wellington, 5th dlu~et, 1850.

r]~aNDERS will be received at this
_l_ Office, on or before the 15th hint.
from persons willing to 1)uild for, or let
to the Government, a building suitable
for a Colonial Hospi~fl in the Towa of
Wellington.

Further particulars may be obtained
upon application at the Survey Office.

Tenders to be in Duplicate, Sealed
and endorsed, -’ Tenders to B~itd or let,
(as the ease may be,) B~ildi~g fo r
Cotonial Hospital."

By his E~lleney’s Command,
.~xLF R’~.D DO~ETT,

Colonial Secretary.

rItOTAL Amount of Notes in circulation at the Oiiloe o£ the Colonial Bank of
.]l. Issue, at Wellington, on the 27th day of July, 1860.

Amount of Notes in circulation on the 27th day of July 1850, being the elom of the II~¢vd~Rg f~ar
weeks ’:~

¯ 5 and upward~ ~ 420
under .~5 1719

Total .................. .~... £ 21~9

Total ~nt ot 0oin held by the above o~oe on the same day :-
Gold £ 702

Silver 14~7

Total ...................... £ ~L19

I, H~mt+RY W. PmTRE, the Colonial Treasurer, do here~yeertify that the above
is a true account as required by the Ordinance No. 16 Session 8.

Date&this 29thday of July 1850.Colonial ~m;y, Wellin~. t
HENRY W PETRE,

Colonial TreaJ~rer.

Printed at the "Independent" O~¢e,

/


