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Colonial Secretary’s Office,
Wellington, 1st August, 1850,

IS EXCELLENCY the Lieutenant-
Governor by desire of the Gover-
nor-in-Chief has been pleased to direct
the publication of the following Des-
patches, for general information.

By His Excellency’s Command,
Arvrep DowmEerr,
Colonial Secretary.

(copy.)

Government House,
Auckland,
16¢h July, 1850,
No. 48.

S1k,—I have the homnor to transmit a copy of a
Despatch marked * Separate,” of the 22nd Decem-
ber last, which I have received from Lord Grey,
containing the purport of his reply to a Memorial
which was addressed to his Lordship by eertain
Gentlemen of Nelson in favour of the immediate
introduction of Representative Institutions, and ¥
have to request you will inform the Memorialista
of the nature and purport of Lord Grey’s reply, as
contained in his Lordship’s Despatch No. 89, of
the 22nd of December last, a copy of which T have
this day transmitted to you.

I have the honor,
&e. &e. &e.
(Signed) G. GrEY.
His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor of New
Munster. :

[No. 14.
(copy.)
Separate.
Downing Street,
22nd December, 1849.
SIr,

T liave to acknowledge your Despatch No.
45, of the fith of April last, enclosing a Memorial
addressed to me by certain Gentlemen as Members
of & Committee appointed at a Public Meeting held
in Nelson, in favour of the immediate introduction
of Representative Government.

My Despatch of even date herewith explains at
length the reasons for which I have felt it impossi-
ble to consent to such a change for the present:
and you will accordingly dequaint these Gentlemen
with the substance of it, as containing my answer
to the prayer of their Memorial.

I have, &e.

(Signed) GREY.
Governor
Sir George Grey,
&e. &e. &e.
(cory.)
Downing Street,
22nd December, 1849,
No. 89,
Si1r,

T have to acknowledge the series of Des-
patches enumerated by {dates and numbers in the
margin, all of them relating to the subject of the
Establishment of Provincial Legislative Councils,
and to that of the proposed introduction at a future
time of Representative Government in one or both
of the Provinces into which New Zealand is now
divided, and in such others as may hereafter be
comprised within its Limits.



(2) My answer fo these Despatches has heen
hitherto postponed, because, being made aware by
your Despatch of November 20th, 1848, that the
Ordinance of November 18th, 1848, for the esta-
blishment of Provinecial Legislative Councils was
already in operation for the Province of New Man-
ster, 1 considered it most advisable to wait for
further accounts of the manner in which it had been
received, and of the general state of the Colony, be-
fore submitting it to the Queen for confirmation.

I have now to inform you that Her Majesty has
been pleased to confirm and allow this Ordinance.
You will communicate Her Majesty’s decision to
the Inhabitants of the Colony under your Govern-
ment by a Proclamation, to be published in the
usual and most authentic manner,

(3) 1likewise concur entirely in your views and
proposals respecting the future introduction of Re-
presentative Institutions, by the creation of Legis-
lative Bodies, such as you have described, exercising
the seme functions respectively as the General and
Provineial Councils now coustituted by you.

(4) Baut, at the same time, I do not think it at
all advisable that Parliament should interfere, (in
the manner proposed in the Resolution of the
Counceil of New Munster and. in your Despatch of
February 2nd, 1849,) by passing at present any new
Act, for the purpose of giving effect to these views.
For 1 do not perceive that you propose that any
change in the existing form ot Government (beyond
such changes as you are empowered to make with
the advice of your Legislative Council, by the Act
of 11th and 12th Victoria, Chapter 5) should actually
come into operation before the expiration of the five
years for which the Constitution of the Island is
suspended.

This being the case, I consider it to be mani-
festly inexpedient that Parliament should now pass

-an Aet in order to make provision for & time as yet
so far distant, when it is quite possible that, in the
interval, experience may point out some advisable
changes in the details if not in the general features
of such a measure.. Nor can it be necessary to in-
troduce such s bill into Parliament for the mere
purpose of affording to the Colonists a guarantee
that their enjoyment of Representative Institutions

‘shall not be unnecessarily delayed ; since, by the Acts
now in force, the suspension of these Institwtions
can last only for the five years above mentioned, at
the end of which time they will of themselves come
into operation, and it is certain that nothing but a
sense of obvious necessity would induce Parliament
to continue their suspension.

(5) With respect 1o the posiponement for the
present of the introduction of those Institutions, I
entirely concur in the reasons which you have as-
signed for it in your recent Despatches, particularly
that of March 22nd, 1849, confirmed as its repre-
sentations are by the fuller description of the state of
Society and progress ot the colony contained in
your Despatch of July 9th, 1849, transmitting the
Blue Book.

You have advanced reasons spparently conclusive
against immediately discontinning the whole of the
pecuniary assistance afforded by this country to-
wards the Civil expenditure of the Colony, or re-
ducing at once the Military assistance now safforded
it, to an amount more nearly proportioned to the

force maintained in other Colonies of similar Euro-

pean Population.

But the same reasons apply with equal force
against the immediate Grantof a Representative Go-
vernment : since, whenever this is given, it must
be considered as its indispensable accompaniment
that the mother country should soon be relieved
from all charge on account of the Civil Administra-
tion of the Colony, as was pointed out in my Des-
pateh of the 1st February 1847 ; and should also be

relieved from a very large portion of the burthen of
its military protection.

(6) With respect to the Civil List, I have to eall
your attention to the Legal Authority under which
it is reserved, in order that the provisions made by
Parliament respecting it, may be duly complied
with.

The Act of 1846, (9h and 10th Victoria, ch.
108, sec. 12), empowers the Queen to appropriate
by Letters Patent a Civil List not exceeding £6,000
per annum for each Province.

The Letters Patent issued under that Aet accord-
ingly reserve £6,000 per annum for each Province.
The Instructions provide that the Civil List so
Appropriated shall be applied « as the Lords of the
Treasury shall direet.”

(7) It is obvious that this provision will only
become of real importance when a popular Legisla-
ture slrall be created to which the power of control-
ling the whole public expenditure, except that por-
tion reserved as a Civil List, will be entrusted. In
the meantime while the whole Colonial Revenue
is appropriated by yourself with the aid of a Legis-
lature nominated by the Crown and acting under
the directions of Her Majesty’s Government, with
respect to the salaries to be assigned to the various
public servants in the Colony, it is practically im-
material which of these salaries are nominally
charges upon the Civil List under the sanction of
the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury. But
while this matter is of little or no practical conse-
quence, it is not the less necessary to avoid even
apy technical departure from the rules laid down
by Parliament. Now the Act 11th Vict. c. 5, which
suspends many other provisions of the Act and Let-
ters Patent of 1848 does not suspend those relating
to the Civil List. It appears, therefore, that they
are still in force ; and that they are not alterable
except in the manner provided by that Act, viz.—
by the enactment of an Assembly framed under the
Act of 1846. But as no such Assembly has been
constituted, nor can be constituted,while the powers
given by the Act remain suspended, it would seem
that the present temporary Legislatures possess no
power to alter them.

(8) On the other hand the Ordinance of the
18th November, 1848, appears to assume that the
existing temporary Legislature has power to provide
& Civil List (sections 23 and 24.) As however it has
in point of fact only repeated the provisions already
in force, and as these sections of the Ordinance may
have been framed under a different view of the law
from that which I have above suggested, I have not
thought it necessary to delay the confirmation of the
Ordinance on account of them. It is sufficientfor me
to have directed your aitention to the circumstance.
If the above view be correct, any alteration in the
amount of the Civil Lists, during the suspension
of the Constitution can only be effected by Parlia-
ment, or through an amendment of the Letters Pa-
tent by the Queen.

(9) But you will observe that in any view the
“ directions and appointment”” of the Lords of the
Treasury are necessary in order to legalize the ap-
propriation of the Civil List. As no Estimates of
this part of the Expenditnre, distinet from the re-
mainder of it, have hitherto reached me, 1 wish you
to transmit them at your earliest convenience, with
a view to procuring the sanction of their Lordships
to the appropriation thus authorized by yourself,
which under the circumstances will satisfy substan-
tially the words of chapter xi of the Instructions.

(10.) On the general guestion of the Civil List,
my opinion is that a Representative Legislature,
when it comes into operation, ought to be as little
fettered as possible by Parliamentary enactments in
making such changes as may from time to time be
required in the appropriation of the Hevenue.



(11.) At the same time I consider it to be indis-
pensable that permanent provision should be made
for the maintenance of the various establishments
which have been created for the benefit of the Na-
tives. The fact that while the Natives are large
contributors to the Revenue, they must for some
time have comparatively little influence in a Repre-
sentative Legislature, affords, as you have observed,
a conclusive reason for requiring that the discon-
tinnance of an expenditure in which they are vitally
interested without the consent of the Crown,should
be effectually guarded against. With this view I
am of opinion that the existing Local Legislature
should carefully consider what amonnt of permanent
expenditure is required for the establishments in
question, and for other objects counected with the
interests of the Natives, and should then pass Or-
dinances by which the amount of this expenditnre
should be charged upon the Revenue of the colony
in the same manner in which in this country va-
rious expenses on account of the Civil Government
which it is considered inconvenient to submit to
annual discussion, have been charged by Parliament
on the consolidated fund.

(12.) Under the provisions of the Act of Parlia-
ment now in force, the existing Legislature of New
Zealand, although maintained only for a period, has
full power to pass any Ordinances that may appear
necessary for the general interests of the com-
munity.

(13.) These Ordinances will continue in force
when the anthority of the body by which they have
been passed shall cease to be available for further
legislation, and though they will of course be sub-
ject to alteration by the new Legislature which will
hereafter be created, no sach alteration can take
effect without the consent of the Governor as the
Representative of the Crown, and would be liable—
like all other measures of the Local Legislature—
to be disallowed by Her Majesty. An enactment
therefore creating a permanent charge on the Reve-
nue for expenditure regarding the Natives would
afford them ell the security that could be desired.

(14.) The provisions of Sec. 12 of the Ordi-
nance appear to effect all that is necessary in the
way of reserving subjects of general importance to
the jurisdiction of the Central Legislative Council.
There are however many other heads on which it
should seem very expedient that uniformity of legis-~
lation should be maintained in the lslands. Such
are for instauce, Criminal Laws inflicting either
the punishment of death, or secondary punishment
of serious magnitude—Laws regulating the course
of inberitance of real or personal property, or the
mode of disposing of property by will, and the ex-
tent of power exercisable by a Testator—Laws pre-
seribing rules for the naturalization of aliens—and,
perhaps, Laws regulating the form and effect of
deeds and other evidence of contracts.

(15.) And it is to be observed that in points of
this kind, convenience requires that the Law of
the different Provinces should not only be framed
with a view to substantial similarity, but that it
should be absolutely identical in language; both
because a mere difference in wording will often re-
sult in important though unintentional differences
of substance; and also in order that decisions in
Courts of Law given in one Province may apply,
beyond possibility of doubt, to the Law as it stands
in others. )

(16.) These considerations, however, I leave to
your judgment, without wishing to prescribe to you
any particular manner of carrying them into execu-
tion. It may be that the power possessed by the
Lieutenant-Governors of refusing their assent to
any law infringing this desirable uniformity which
might be passed by the Legislatures the Provin-

-ees would be sufficient to preserve tém from ma-
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terial digsidence on these subjects, without the ne-
cessity of strietly reserving them for central legis-
lation.

(17.) T concur, further, in the suggestion of your
despateh No. 76, of 22nd June, 1849, that ag legis-
lation respecting the Native races is not one of the
subjects exclusively reserved for the general Legis-
lature by the Ordinance of Nov. 18th, the Lieut.-
Governors of the Provinces and yourself, should
for the present, reserve for Her Majesty’s assent or
disallowance any Ordinance which may be passed
amending or repealing any Law affecting the inte-
rests of the Native race to which the Royal Assent
has once been given by the Governor. You will
therefore take care that a suspending clause be in-
serted in all such Ordinances without which you
will understand that 1t is Her Majesty’s pleasure
that they should not be assented to on Her behalf by
the .Governor or Lieutenant Governors of New Zea-
land. This instruction will of course apply to any
Ordinance which may be passed relating to expen-
diture in which the Native race are interested.

(18.) With respect to the boundaries between the
Provinees, I understand you to be of opinion (from
your despatch of 6th Feb., 1849,) that there is no
substantial objection (representative institutions
being for the present postponed) to that proposed
in my despateh of 28th Feb., 1848, between New
Ulster and New Munster. You are therefore au-
thorized to proclaim it at once.

(19.) The separation from New Munster of the
two other projected Provinces, of which Otago and
New Cauterbury are to be the nuclei respectively,
must, for the present, be postponed until the settle-
ment of the latter is somewhat more advanced and
the general convenience can be consulted with
more certainty as to its limits.

(20.) It will also be necessary, before these New
Provinces are proclaimed, that they should be able
to defray the expenses of the establishments which
will thus be required, without assistance either from
the Parliamentary Grant or from the revenue of the
older Provinces. It is impossible while there is
ample room in the old settlements for all the emi-
grants who can desire to go to New Zealand, that
Her Majesty's Government should consen: to the
indefinite multiplication of new settlements at &
distance from those originally formed, except on the
condition that those who think proper to form such
new setulements will be ready to bear the whole of
the charges which are thus rendered necessary for
additional Government establishments.

1 have, &ec.,
(Signed)
True Copy.

GREY.

C. L. NUGEXT,
Private Secretary.

PROCLAMATION.

By His Excellency Sir George Grey,a
Knight Commander of the Most
Honorable Order of the Bath, Gover-

L. 8 nor and Commander-in-Clief in and
over the Islands of New Zealond,
and Governor of the Provinees of
New Ulster and New Munsier, and
Vice Admiral of the same, dc., &.

WHEREAS, the undermentioned Ordinanee en-
acted by the Governor-in-Chief of New Zealand,
with the advice and consent of the Legislative
Council thereof, was passed in the Twelfth Year of
the Reign of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, viz :—
“ An Ordinance to provide for the Establishment of
¢ Provincial Legislative Councils in the colony of
“ New Zealand,” Session 9, No. 1, which Ordinance
baving been by the Right Honorable Earl Grey,
one of Her Majesty's Principal Secretarjes of State




1aid before the Queen, Her Majesty has been pleased
to confirm and allow the same : Now THEREFORE,
1, the Governor-in-Chief of New Zealand do hereby
proclaim and make known to all whom it may con-
cern that Her Majesty has been graciously pleased
to confirm and allow the before mentioned Or-
dingnee.

Given under my Hand and Issued under the
Public Seal of the Islands of New
Zealand at Government House at
Auckland in the Province of New
Ulster in the Islands aforesaid, this
twelfth day of July, in the Year of
Our Lord ome thousand eight hun-
dred and fifty.

G. GrEy,

Governor-in-Chief.
By His Excellency’s Command,
C. A. Diiroxw,
Civil Secretary.
God Save the Queen !

Colonial Secretary’s Office,
Wellington, 1st August, 1850,

IS EXCELLENCY the Lieutenant-

Governor has been pleased to di-

rect, under instructions from the Gover-

nor-in-Chief, the ‘publication of the fol-

lowing Despatches and Additional Royal
Instructions, for general information.

By His Excellency’s Command,
Avrrep DomEerT,
Colonial Secretary.

Government House,
Auckland, 9th July, 1850,

81Rr,—1I have the honor to enclose for your infor-
mation the copy of a Despatch from Earl Grey No.
3 of the 13thof January last, enclosing additional
Instructions under the Royal Signet and Sign
Menual, appointing certain persons to be Members
of the Legislative Council of New Munster, I have
to request that yon will cause the confirmation of
these appointments by Her Majesty to be notified
in the Government Gazette of New Munster.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your most obedient humble servant,
G. GREY,
His Excelleney
The Lieutenant-Governor,
of New Muanster.

(Cory.)
Downing-street,
15th January, 1850.

S1in,—Adverting to that part of my Despatch No.
89, of the 22nd ultimo, in which ¥ signified to you
that the Queen had been plessed to confirm and
allow an Ordinance made and passed in the month
of November, 1848, by yourself with the advice and
consent of the Legislative Council of New Zealand,
intituled “ An Ordinance to provide for the estab-
* lishment of Legislative Councils in the colony of
“ New Zealand,” I have now to acquaint yov that
I have had the bhonor to lay before Her Majesty,
your Despatches of the numbers and dates noted in
the margin reporting the provisional appointment
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by yourself and the Lieutenant-Governor of New
Munster of the following gentlemen to be Mem~
bers of the Legislative Council of that Province’
iz i—

‘WiILLIAM McLEOD BANNATYNE,

Fravoeis DiLron BEiry,

WiLriam Hickson,

GEORGE HUNTER,

ALFRED LuDraM,

GEORGE MOORE,

Davip Moxro,

JouN DamrortTH GREENWOOD,

. HENRY SEYMOUR, and

Wirriam OLprizLp CAUTLEY, Esquires.

I transmit herewith additional Instructions which
Her:Majesty has been pleased to issue under the
Royal Sign Manual and 8ignet ratifying and con-
firming the appointments so made by yourself and
the Lieutenant-Governor.

I have, &c.,
GRrEY.
Governor
Sir George Grey, K. C. B.
&e., &e., &e.

Vicroria R.

AppiTioNaL INsTRUCTIONS to Onr Governor in-
Chief of New Zealand, or to the Offi-
cer exercising the said office of Go-

L. 8. vernor-in-Chief for the time- being,
to Our Governor and Commander-in-
Chief in and over the Prevince of
New Munster, or" to the Officer exer-
cising the said office of Governor and
Commander-in-Chief for the time be-
ing, or to our Lieutenant-Governor
of the Province of New Munster, or
to the Officer exercising the said Of-
fice of Lieutenant-Governor for the
time being ; Given at Our Court at
‘Windsor this fourteenth day of
January, 1850, in the thirteenth year
of Our Heign.

WHEREAS, by an Ordinance made and passed in

the Twelfth Year of Our Reign, by the Governor-in-

Clijef of New Zealand with the advice and consent
of the Legislative Council thereof, entitled “4n
«“ Qrdinance to provide for the establishment of
¢« Legislative Councils in the colony of New Zealand,”
it is, amongst other things enacted that for each of
the Provinces into whicl: the Islands of New Zea-
land now are, or may hereafter be divided, there
shall be a Legislative Council to consist of not less
than nine Members; that the Mcembers of the
Executive Couneil of the Province for the time’
being shall be Members ex officio of the said
Provincial Council, and that it shall be lawful
for the Governor or the Lieutenant-Governor
of the Province by Letters Patent under the
Great Seal of the Province from time to time to
summon and appeint such other persons as he
may think proper, to be personally, or by virtue of
his or their office, a8 Member or Members of the
said Legislative Council, and that all such appoint-
ments to be made by such Letters Patent as afore-
said without Our previous Warrant, shall be pro-
visional only, and subjeet to our confirmation or
disallowanece, but shall be valid to all intents and
purposes, and irrevocable until Our pieasure shall
have been signified thereupon.

AxD WHEREAS, you, Qur Governor as aforesaid,
did, in pursuance and in the exercise of the power
so vested in you, appoint provisionally and until
Our pleasure should be known, Our trusty and well
beloved,
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WiLLiaM McLEoD BANRATYNE,

Francis DILLoN BELL,

Wirriam Hioxsox,

Georee HuwrtEn,

ALFRED LUPLAM, .

GEORGE MOORE, L.
 Davip Moxro, Doctor of Medieing,

Joux DAMEORTH GREENWOQD, aul"

HeNRY SEYMOUR, Esquires, . .

to be Members of the Legislative Council of the
Provinee of New Manster.

Axp WkEsEas ‘'yon, Our Lieatenant Governor
of Our Province of New Munster did appsint pro-
visionally, and until Our pleasure should be kneown,
William Oldfield Cantley, Esquire, to be & Member*
of the Legislative Council of the said Provinee of
New Munster. ; .

Now, THEREFORE, in pursuance of the said re-
cited Ordinance, ahd in exercise of the pewers
thereby vested in Us, We do, by these Our eaddi-
tional Instructions under Our Sign Manual and
Signet, ratify and confirm the said appeintments,
and do declare. Our Pleasure to be that the sni€ -

WitLiaM McLEoD BANNATYNE,
Franois Dinroy BEry, . -
WiLLiam HICKsON, :
GEORGE HUNTER,

AL¥YRED LubpraM,

GEORGE MOORE, .
Davip Moxao, ,S
Joan Dam¥orTH GBEENWOOD,

‘Hexsy Seyuour, and

WitLiaM OLDFIELD CAUTLEY,

ehall be Members of said Legislation Couneil of the
Provinee of New Munster.
V. R.

Colonial Secretury’s Office,
-Wellington, 26th July, 18560.
TTIS EXCELLENCY the Lieutenant-
Governor directs the publication
of the following Memorandum addressed
to his Honor the Buperintendent of
Nelson, of an expedition into the interior
of the Southern Island of New Zealand.
By His Excellency's Command,
Arrrep Domsrr,

Colonial Secretary.

(Cory.)

MzenoranpvM  of an Expedition  into
the Interior of the Southern Island of
New Zealand, underiaken by Mr.
Dashwood, and Capt. Mitehell, for the
purpose of finding an inland route
from -lhe Wairau to the Port Cooper
Plains. April 22, 1860.

Wellington, June 11, 1850.

Sir~mdware of the very great interest felt
the Gomnent, and the pg)lic in general, on t!t)lz
subject of an inland route from the Nelson distriet
to the Port Cooper Plains, I have the honor to lay
before you, with as little delay as possible the result
of an expedition inte the interior of the South
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Island, undertaken by -Mr. Dashwood and myself,
from Wwhich we bave just retorned. oo
.'A Tew hurried notes T despate
jnformsed you that My Dashwesd
alrqpdy tade a shott/éxeupsion i

which occasion from the top of a4kl
Waiopi derives its principal soureli®e discovered o
valley tunning in 88,8, W direetion. . This velley
it was now our objett to edplore. :
Before proceeding T hag perhaps better recapitu-
Jate the chief observations I'siede or-thas oocasion,
and give the bearings of the prittoipal - landmurks
taken from a mountain. to-hich Thave hewd a
very sanguinary apellation gives, bul whkiob I pro-
pose to call Mount Shepherd, and & high raage of
hills on Mr. Caniley’s back run. )
From Mount Shepherd the Kajkoras bore North
East extreme, E.NJE.; B.W. extrome W.S.W.—
They appeared about twenty miles distant. I eouil
distincg trace an extensive valley rusning along
their base; concerning which I could not then gain
any information. -T have since made every engniry
from those well aoquainted with the coast but with-
out success, Its existence appesrs unknown--—

“*fhere did pot.geem t0. badgny opening through the

B

Kaikoras. - T T e
On the 11th Apfiwe dstended the Caniley rasge.
The morning ‘was densely féggy, but about 11
otlock it patiatly tleaved: A gorge runming 8.F.
(it formed ‘im’e':oéthg’bwndmes of Mr. Cantley’s
ran) had s pomising appeararce eof leading to en
open country. -1t Wge, “Yioerever, interoepted with
much bush, . Be

1 , pi bore N. & lide E., Mount
Shepherd E.N.E., his. brother 8.B. by 8. . The
range of hills forming the East bounmdary of the
Wairau, and West of the Walopl, ran-in a half a
¢ircle from North by thé West to Bouth. The
mouth of Wairau NN.E. . I could oniy she the

S W, extreme of the Kaik#fts—it bore W.8.W.
1 now commence ouz ‘Seeond expeditian, premi-
sing that we took witli §6 a-mers Aod a mule oarry-
each, ‘and  were | accompsaied by

ing about 2 cwt. ‘aa
Harris, an old whadp .

After easy travelling-afong the danks of the Wai-
opi for thirty miles in ageneral 8,8.W. direoettn, (the
first fifteen of which appeared & good sheep souniry)
we reached Starvation Iill from which “we hed
previously seen the valley on she 27th April. Oa
the 29th’ we ascended it. A good hiil horse ig ra-
quired to carry a load uip this hill. Tt was ae much
as our spimals could do. On reaching the top we
unloaded, and proceeding: along the range ta. he
West toa higher pesk;swe-found g three highest
summits of the Kejitoraslsors dund. . Toshe Weni,
the tops of ‘s fefo iiess.of Pills were alihié visible.
From Starvtion Hill dee South, stauds e peculitr
pyramidical lt, we named it Mount mpey. It is
a capital landmark. On-my former wisit it was re-
markable for having snow upon it semg. distence
from the top, while’ the top itself was quite hire,
from which it would eppear to be woleanie, and &t
times in an active state. But now it waes eovered
entirely with snow. Deseending into the velley,
the travelling beeame roughs; rooks, spear graes,
and the plant called Wild Iriskman everywhere
sboundifig. ‘The velley appears mevar 1o heve been
fired, there is ne fern or bash im it, but the Wild
Irishman supplied. vs with good firewood, Here
we experienced a most extraordinary severe frost,
pever in England have I felt it so intensely eold.
The banks and ¢the Roeks in the river were masses
of immense icicles; and our clothes were frozen
hard and stiff 1wo minwtes after we had teken them
off. '

We now kept the river which is joined by & large
stream from the east. The valley had as yet been
very narrow;.hut for twe miles it now became
broader. L-fifgive s course by eompate besr-




ings at'the end of my letter. The couutry'theﬁ
ariged thve rivér increased by small moun-
east and west, and hemmed in by

ipi %, became deep and rapid aiid diffi-
cult, and.i &%y places dangerous to cross. Tm-
possible a8 ft was, however, to walk along its high

rugged sides, or make any way through the solid
phalanx of spear grass &nd Wild Trisbman, which
in these parts grow to & size and strength undream’t
of by those whose shins have not come in contact
with this most formidable enemy, we were obliged

to wade for miles along the edge of & shelf of racks .

from which the mule slipped twice, spoiling all~our
biscuit. Had it been summer, the narrow ‘bettoms
might have been burnt, but at best, this gorge “will
always deserve its name of the * Devil's Grip.”
Afser five miles of this amphibious travelling the
valley again opened, and Mr. Dashwood and myself
haying clambered a hill, discovered, much to our
delight, & beautiful valley running north and south.
A river which bad its source in some small hills ‘at
our feet, wound through it. The width of the val-
ley I should suppose to be about four or five miles.
On each side ran low undulating bills, backed to
the east-by a high mountain range, the very picture
of a perfect sheep grazing country. Atthe distance
we were, to judge of tlie quality of the grass was
impossible: though the height of the valley above
the level of the sea perligps rendered this part too
oold far good grass, and unfit for sheep. We had the
honor to attach your name, Sir, to this valley. - And
it is my firm belief, that ere long ‘the great south
rosd, - will traverse Richmond: Valley: Looking
down it from the hill on which we stood, no impedi-
ment whatever oyt b@diseerned, “Mr. Dashwood
believed:it to be the Kaiparatehau. I am not suf-

ficiently aequainted with the geography of the north,

east Goast to Hizard ain-epinion, but I fedl convinced
-it is the sgme valley I before mentioned as having
distinetly traced from Mount Shepherd running at
the base of the Kaikofas. It is separated from
Acheron valley, (as T proposeto call the valley along
which we journeyed, after H .M.S. dcheron,) by easy
low hills, over which you anight now drive a cart,
and thus Starvation Hilly the Devil’s Grip, and our
emcmies, the prickles, would be avoided. If the
river doesrun into the sea at N.E. it may be the Awa-
tera; or the Blind river ‘itomediately to the south of
the Awatete. But this js mere. supposition,. - . It
oughtto be immediately explored. Mount Tmpey
bore S.S.E., & little S., the Kaikoras N.N.E.

May 3rd.—Again were we obliged to take to the
river, the banks being so densely covered with our
well armed vegetable opponents, as to be impassable
for man or beast.  We attempted to fire, but alas!
in.yain; it was too wet. The valley had now
grafluaily increased: to the width of ‘two miles with
improvigg grass which might.do for cattle. A large
river (the Newcome) rap into.Acheron vale from
west. . The east bank had been fired.

May 4th.—Harris and myself had to return six
_miles after the horses whi¢h had strayed during the
night. . Mr. Dashwood. in the meantime ascended
a low range of hills to the west, and discovered a
valley which T named after him. He described it
as grassy—half a mile wide, and its course 8. by
W. and N, by E. It ran into Acheron valley
E.S.E. . -

The river along which we travelled had become a
considerable stream, and it behoved us to be careful
where we crossed.  (ogitating on its bank on the
possibility of fording at the point where we then
stood, the horse and mule suddenly dashed in, and
proved the impracticability by swimming across, and
leaving us in the lurch. Some distance further
down; we managed with much difficulty to ford i,
- and regsin our steeds. The hills for about seven
miles to the west are low and undulating. A high

snowy range then rises and runs parallel with
Acheron Vale, from which the rivers and streams
appesr to derive their source.

This part of the country would be well worth ex-
ploring. Two hoises could carry provisions for
three months ; ample time during long days in fine
weather to examine the valleys, and to survey the
country east and west from the hills which are all
easy of ascent.

The soil and grasshere were much improved, and
good cattle stations might be formed, but I fear the
immense quantity of spear grass, and other prickles
would prove an obstacle for sheep.

May 8th.—The horses recrossed the river during

“the night, and Mr. Dashwood and Harris returned

for them. I climbed a hill, but ewing to the fog
and clouds could make but little out.- A river from
N.N.E."ran into. Acheron Vale at W. A high
snowy rangeran N.W. by N. to’ S.E. by 8. ~ The
fog precluded my seeing more.

On the highest peak of the hill I had aseended
was & bed of small broken stones, to all appearance
of granite, of a very considerable depth. 1 tried to
get at the soil with a stick without suecess.  They
gave one the idea of stones put on a recently finished
Macadamized road :—they were broken to the size
of those used in England for private park roads,
and were smoothed s if- with a shovel. 'The whole
top for some distance doswn was covered with them.
. ‘Some shrubs,—Anniseed, Wild Geranium, and
#arsley ;—Ducks, both Dblack and blue; Wika’s,
Cranes, Paradise Geese, Quails, Grasshoppers, and
Flies, seemed to denote improving country, and to
hint that we were nearing the coast;—at least so
we interpreted it. On an expedition of this kind
there ought always to be a dog and gun amongst
the party. . As it was, our dog caught us more
Wiks's than we could eat; but -ducks, Paradise
geese, and quail, would have been dainties we could
have daily dined off had we had & gun.

The first certain signs of Maories we discovered
on the 9th—a quantity of firewood collecied and the
remains of a whari gave certain evidence of an old
Maori encampment. The Valley at this part was
not more than three or four hundred yards - wide, in
places much less.  The hills on both sides were
covered with snow. The river turns at right angles
to the east another large .one (the Poynter), run-
ning into it from the west. . On regaining au emi-
-nence I discovered a valley three quatters a mile
wide. 'The hills on either side were covered with
grass; and in the discance—for the first time since
leaving the Waiopi-—was bush of black birch and

manuka. The valley ran due east and west. We.

had now evident signs of the banks of the river
having recently been burnt, probably by natives
passing along the coast. The soil still continved
improving, and travelling easy ; and heve I have to
record an irrepairable loss. ~ When midway across
the river 1 found-it deeper, aud the stream more
rapid than I had anticipated; so, to prevent nty note
book getting damaged, I held up my blue shirt, and
dropped my compass from the poeket,—the only
one with the party. I have taken correet bearings
of the valley for forty miles, the temainder is gaess
work. A siream from the north, another from S.W.,
joined the river.

Acheron Valley now became impassable, so Mr.
Dashwood and myself set out on & surveying expe-
dition. Having arrived at the top of the highest
hill we were rewarded for our labour.by a bird's eye
view of & most magnificent country. To the south
we cornmanded -at least one hundred nilfes in a
direct line. The sea between the coast on the
plains and Bank’s Peninsula had the appearance of
2 River, and a suctession of extensive plains to the
S.W., might easily be-mistaken for ene vast- prairie,
To the N.E. arid E; Mr. Dashwood (whe was on &

»
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different knoll) saw the sea and the low hills about
Capeé Campbell. )

Now I felt the loss of my compass. Well known
1and marks in every direction, and unable to take
bearings. .

May 11th.—We had up to this. period been fol-
lowing the river running through Acheron -Valley§
which from subsequent enquiry I have every reason
to believe was the Waipapa or Blg River of the
whalers. But now leaving it running to the N.E,,
we returned a short distance and took the stream I
‘before mentioned as joining from the S.W., The
valley throngh which it ran we named the Valley of
Hope: Keeping along it we mounted a hill- from
which the stream derives its source.  On the south
side of this hill another river takes its rise, and
and runs in a south-westerly direction. We des-
cended a spur (clothed with black birch bush thre’
which there is not any difficulty in leading a horse)
on the west side, and came to the bed of the River
which is one of the sources of the Wai-hou. Keeping
this for eleven miles we entered an extensive plain,
(Hamilton plain). The grass (very good) was
mLerspersed with fern ; and a great deal of manuka
grew in patches. A larve swamp, in Which we
pearly left the mare, occupwd .the centre; various
mountain streams ran through it into the Waihon,
It would prove valuable for cattle stations. Return-
mg towards what we supposed to be the continua-
tion of the same river described above as the source
of the Waihau, we came to our surprise upon an
entirely different river running -in a direction ex-
actly opposite-to that of the former, which it joins
where we.met it. . .At  this. spot, both turged sud-
denly to the eastward, at directly right angles to
their previous courses, and flowed down:to the  sea
as one broad river the Wailiou. Some idea may be
formed of its size from the fact of our crossing the
southerly stream in seven distinet chaunnels. On
nearing the shore-the- last channel became suddenly
deep. Taken by surprise I was carried. off my legs,
and immersed--but serambling, came up dgain; and
perceived a trusty stick keld out to me... Seizing it, I
was dragged ou shore by the same hand and the
same stick that had once before done me the -same
good service—those of my friend Dashwood.

Other plains I have no doubt exist to the south-
west ;' but’for three days we could scarcely see the
ou!lme of ‘the hills through the fog, although not
three miles distant.

We now wended our way along a sweet. pretty,
valley, The river which was in one broad stream
surrounded numerous 1slands covered with wood:
On the hills, the flax, fern, and ti tree was the gene-
ral herbage ; but the spear grass and Wild Irishman
still made their appearance in a diminutive form.
In some large bottoms of fifty acres close to the bed
of the river which 1 suppose from their appearance
to have been at some period inundated; and in the
gullies, between the hills, the soil was particularly
rich, producing flax of an extraordinary height and
size.

Jssuing from this valley we burst upon the finest
graziug plain T lhave ever seen in this or any other
country. I know it is the fate of travellers to be
accused of exaggeration ; but I care not, as long as
T call attention to the splendid inJaud plains. I
will therefore attempt a description from the hasty
observations I was enabled to take.

The plain surrounded by low undulating grassy
hills backed by higher ranges,—is bowl shaped, and
contains not less than 260,000 acres (I believe
mueh more.) Two rivers, the Waihou and Huru-
nui, ran through jt parallel to each other, at eight
miles distance. The grass is of the best descrip-
tion, and the soil in many places fit for caltivation,
It has & perfect natural drainage, is well sheltered
from all winds, has no swamps—but also T much
fear, no wood.
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I may as well at once say, that through this
plain over some easy low hills to the south, is the
direct route to Port Cooper. But' we——ignoram of
the country, with rapld]y diminishing. provisions,
without compass, and in thick weather, deemed it
more prudent to make Motunau' by-the voast, where
we knew thére was a station.

Keeping the Waihou for five miles further we en-
tered a gully, but soon finding it impassable, took to
the hills fromi which we obtained a view of the sea.
Descending into another extensive plain with more
swamp, but equally good grazing eapabilities as the
last, we crossed some more hills “snd”reached tlie
coast, These lills by the sea side ae ¢overed with
fern, ﬂax ti-tree, toitoi, and manukh.

May 23rd.—Finding the cliffs perpendwular and
no possibility of gaining the beach, we returned a
part of our'last day’s walk and taking & southerly
diréction came.to a hill from which:we. espied. afire
on the plain below. Lighting another in answer to
it, we remained sometime on the look-out for sign
of man; but none appearing, we made the coast
near & salt lagoon to the porth of the Hurunui.
About 8 o’clock in the evening we heard a cooieing

and shoitly “hadtie pledure ~of wecoming M.
Caverhjll of: Motunay, Who hed been on the :loek-
ont for us for some time,.and had followed our iack
for'thiee days. Piloted by him across thé Hurumii
(a rapid deep and dangerous river) we arrived at hig
house, where we obtained all we required, food, rest,
clothes, and money.

From thence leaving Harris, we started for Port
Cooper. Losing ourselves on the plains by keep-
ing too close to the sea, a violent snow storm over-
took us, and getting entangled in the swamps over
which no horse could..venturé, we: wandered for
two days, on the third almost starved from want oy
food and cold (we had not had a fire since we start
ed, not having any tinder or matches with us) we
shoaldered our blankets and leaving our horses
made through the swamp to Kaiapoi, °

Th due tinSe we Feached. the - fown:éf;’l.ﬁttlglon.
whicl;, with the plaims; age:too well- known to rep*
der a deséliption from me necessary, neither is 1t
the purpart “of “this lefter -to "give ‘ohe.” "Suffice ‘it
therefore, to say, that' all T had Leard in their- favour
did not come up, in ‘my opinion, to the teality. I
was surprised and delighied at the extent of the
land, and richness of the soil, the amount of useful
work done, and the lasting, solid, yet neat manner

_ in whiech_it has been executed. It does very great
_credit to all concerned,

“ Anhd ow; sir; i fonclusion, 1 have only to add
that Mr. Dashwood and myself both regret our ina-
bility to furnish more satisfactory information of
the country adjacent to thkat through which we
travelled, but the loss of our compass in an utterly
unexplored, and unknown country, the shortness of
the days. the continual thick weather, which pre-
vented our seeing amile before us for days, and the
storms of snow, sleet, hail, and rain, rendered that
which may henceforth easily be accomplished in ten
days, a difficult and laborious journey of six weeks.

I have purposely omitted all adventures merely
personal; my aim being, not to write a letter, but
an attempt to give a clear, succinct account, useful
to future travellers, which with the kind and able'”
assistance of Mr. Hamilton of the dcheron, who
knows the greater part of the country over whieh I
traveled after I lost w3 compass, I hope in a short
time to make more comprehensible by a correct
map.

I hLave the honor to be, Sir,

Your obedient servant,
(Signed) W. MURRAY MITCHELL.

Capt. 84th Regt.
His Honor
the Superintendent, Nelson.



Z'he following is the coutse of Acheron valley:— Colonial Secretary’s Qffice,
' 8. by E. 8 miles, Wellington, 5th August, 1850.
: gsw g - < ERS will be received at this
S.W. by . 7w Office, on or before the 15th -inst.
5. : 5.« from persons willing to build for, or let
E.S.E. L S to the Government, a building suitable
58E h € for a Colonial Hospital in the Town of
s:s:vv'_ P @ Wellington.
S.by W. 3 ¢ Further particulars may be obtained
8. by E. i upon application at the Survey Office.
ggvv;y 5 ?g « Tenders to be in Duplicate, Sealed
s 3 - and endorsed, - Tenders to Build or let,
8. by E. 1 e (as the case may be,) a Building for
E. aliltle North 3 « Colonial Hospital."
“Here we left the river running N.E. and I lost By his Excellency’s Command,
Ty ovmpass. Avrrrep DoMmETT,
Colonial Secretary.

OTAL Amount?of Notes in circulation at the Office of the Colonial Bank of
Issue, at Wellington, on the 27th day of July, 1850.

: ‘émount of Notes in circalation on the 27th day of Jaly 1850, being the close of the preceding fomr
wesks i

£5 and upwards £ 430

under £5 1719

. Total vievievreeversanes A.. £ 2139
Total amount of Coin held by the above office on the sdme day:—

Gold £ 702

Sitver 1437

Total coevernonsnoe cesseness £ 230

is a trne account as required by the Ordinance No. 16 Session 8.

Dated.this 20th.day of July 1850.
Colonial Treasury, Wellington.. }
Hexry W PrTRE,
Colonial Treasuresr.

Printed at the « Independent” Office,



